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3 December 1997

Dear Sir/Madam

ELECTRICITY ACT 1989
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

APPLICATION TO INSTAL ELECTRIC LINES ABOVE GROUND IN THE
EOROUGH OF THURROCK, COUNTY OF ESSEX

I THE APPLICATION

1.1 1 am directed by the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry (the Secretary of
State) to refer to the applications dated 8 October 1996 (the applications) by The
Nauonal Grid Company plc (the Company) for the consent of the Secretary of State
under section 37 of the Electnicity Act 1989 (section 37 consent), to the installing of

. electric lines above ground in the Borough of Thurrock in the County of Essex (the
Development), and for a direction under section 90 of the Town and Country Planning
Ac: 1990 (section 90 direction) that plannung pertussion for the Development be
deemed to be granted .

1.2  In accordance with the Electricity and Pipe-line Works (Assessment of
Environmental Effects) Regulauons 1990 (the 1990 Regulations) the Company aiso
submitted to the Secretary of State on 14 October 1996 a document entitled “Coryton
Connection Proposed 400kV Overhead Transmussion Line: Environmental Statement™
(the Environmental Statement).

1.3 The relevant planning authorities (Essex County Council and Thurrock
Borough Council) were consulted and made no objection to the Development.
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II PLANNING CONDITIONS )

2.1 The reievam planning authonties have made representations as to pianung
conditions which they would like to see for exercising reasonable and proper control
over the Development. These supulations were, approval being obtained from the
County and Borough Councils to a landscaping programme; and, approvai being
obrained from the Counry and Borough Councils, in consultation with the Nature
Conservancy Council for England (English Nature) and the Environmen: Agency, to 2
scneme to enable the reievant planning authoniues to exercise control over how the
Development is constructed, including details of appropriate working practices and
urmng of th. works.

2.2 The Secretary of State has considered carefully the representations as to
conditions made by the relevant planning authorities. She agrees that thev are suitable
for mclusion 1n the section 90 direcuon.

III. ~ THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S CONSIDERATION OF VARIOUS
RELEVANT MATTERS

3.1 No objection was made to the applications by the relevant planning autherities
or from any other guarter.

3.2 Paragraphs 3.3 to 3.6 below record the Secretarv of State’s consideration of
the various issues highlighted in the local planning authority’s appraisal of the
Development.

Visual impact

33 Tne Secretary of State hos somsidrred e - isual tmpact of the Development on
what 1s 2 fiat open marshy l2:.cscape She notes that the local planming authonty
considers that the chosen route takes most account of the surrounding landscape; and
that 11s visual impact is to be minimised by (i) taking the Development along the
southern edge of the marshiands and the northern edge of the oil refinery, and (i) by
including a scheme for appropriate screen planting as the subject of a planning
condition For these reasons, the Secretary of State is sausfied that the visual impact of
the Development, with the mitigation set out above, is acceptable

Impact on nature conservation

34 The Secretary of State has considered the effect_of the Development.on nature
conservanon. She notes that it would cross par of a country wildlife site of local
imporiance: accordingly it could disrupt the valuable habitats found within its various
ditches, marshiands and reed beds (including the nesting of birds); and could contlict
with (i) the Environment Agency's planned jang management schemes 10 improve
haoitats for birds by raising water levels and (ii) the flight paths of birds. However, she
recogruses that the route and positions of towers have been carefully selected to
munimise such disturbances and that the Company has liaised with landowners and
occupiers to mitigate future possible problems in this area. A scheme to exercise
control over how the Development is constructed has been agreed with the
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Environment Agency and English Nature and is included as the supject ora pianmng
conditor, thjs schems, 10 te preparaed m consultauon with the bodies kistec 1
paragraph 2.1 above, will inciude requirements for the umuing of works, the remov: ai of
all surplus and waste matenals, the retention of watercourses and the fitng of bir
diverters if shown to be necessary. For these reasons, the Secretary of State is
sausiied that the impact of the Development on nature conservauon. with the
mitigation set out above, 1s acceptabie.

Effects on public health

348 The Secretary of State recognises that concerns have been expressec over the
nezlth effects of exposure to electro-magnertc fields from electncity poweriines On
thus marter she relies on the advice of the Government's scientific advisers, the
National Radiological Protection Board (NRPB). The NRPB keeps a close watch on
developments such as the latest research, and 1ts view remains that the results of
pubiished epidemiological studies do not provide a basis for quantitative restricuons In
respect of exposure of the public to electro-magnetic fields from overhead lines or
otner electricity supply apparatus. She therefore concludes that health effects do not
provide sufficient grounds for refusing consent for the Development.

Impact on farming operations

36  The Secretary of State has considered the effect of the Development on
farming operauons, She notes that the route and the positions of towers have been

arefuliv selected 1o cause least interference with normal farming operations and that
the Company has liaised with landowners and occupiers to mitigate future possible
problems For these reasons, the Secretary of State is satisfied that the impact of the
Development on farmung operations is acceptabie

v SECRETARY OF STATE'S CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE EFFECTS
ON EURQPEAN SITES

41 The Conservation (INatural Habitats, &c) Reguiations 1994 (the 1994
Regulations) require the Secretary of State to consider whether the Development
would be likeiy to have a significant effect on a European Site, as defined in the 1994
Regulations.

42 The Secretarv of State considers that :he Development, no part of which will
be withun 13500 metres of any European site, wiil not cause any significant adverse
effect on the integniy_of any such Site.

43 Accordingly the Secretary of State did not consider 1t necessary 1o carry out an
assessment of the implicauons for any European Site pursuant to the 1994 regzulanons,




A% SECRETARY OF STATE'S CONSIDERATION OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT

3.1 The 1990 Reguiations prohibit the Secretarv of State from granung consent
unless she has first taken the environmentai nformation. as defined in those
Reguiations, into consideration

5.2 The Secretary of State has considered the environmental information carefuily,
in addition to the Environmental Statement, she has aiso considered the comments
made by the relevant planning authorities in consultation with statutory consuitess
She is satisfied that the information provides her with sufficient information to enable
her to reach a decision on the application now before her.

3.3 Taking into account the way in which the environmenta effects of the
Development will be modified and mitigated by planning conditions, the Secretarv of

State concludes that the environmental effects will not be such that it would be
appropriate to refuse section 37 consent for the Development.

SECRETARY OF STATE’S DECISION ON THE HOLDING OF A PUBLIC
INQUIRY

6.1 Given the position of the relevant planning authorities as indicated in paragraph
1.3 and the Secretary of State's ability to impose appropnate pjanning conditions, the

Secretary of State concluges there is no mandatory requirement to hold a public
Inauiry.

Paragraph 3(2} of Schegule 8 1o the Elecinicity Ac: 1989, however, requires
Secretar of Siare 1o consic 2o all object:ons that she has received pursuant to the
LS ot Arpiications for Co-gemn Pem:inzion+ 1966 ( Acrications for Consent

~Fhd . LSRELLL vAth 2l ¢o. - maten, SCasideranens, (o determine whether it
would neverthejess be appropnate to hold a public ngquiry.
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6.3 The Secretary of State, having received no obrections to the Development and
having carefully considered ali other matenal considerations, has concluded that a
publiic inquiry into the applicaton 1s not warranted

Vi SECRETARY OF STATE’S DECISION ON THE APPLICATION
7.1 The Secretary of State, having regard to the matters specified in paragraph ](2

of Scheduie 9 1o the.Electriciry-Act 1989-and havingearefully considered the views of
the relevant planning authorities, the representations made, the environmental



T2 The Secretary of State has also directed that the plannung permussion waich sie
desms to be granted should contain 2 number of pianning conditions In addinon 1e
those stipulated by the reievant planning authonues (se¢ paragrapns 2 1 and Z.2
above), these will include a condition that the Company shall starz the Deveiormen:
within five years of the date of the section S0 direction

73  laccordingly enclose the Secrerary of State’s consent under secuion 37 cf the
Electricity Act 1989 and a direction under section 90 of the Town and Coun:ny

Planning Act 1990

Yours faithfuliy

RO

LAWRENCE CADMAN
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Dear Sir

—— Qur Reference AAM/14/5

- Date
OVERHEZAD LINES

ELECTRICITY ACT 1989
. TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1890.

"4 DEC ygq;

With reference to the application particulars of which are specified
below, I am directed by the Secretary of State to inform you that consen:
i° hereby granted pursuant to section 37(1) of the Electricity Act 1989

-ne 1989 Act") to the installing above ground of electric lines ("the
ines") particulars of which are specified below.

Pursuant to section 37(3) of the 1989 Act this consent is given subject
to the following conditions:

1. Subject to regulations 50,51,71 and 72 of The Conservation
(Natural Babitats, &c.) Regulations 1994, the Secretary of State
may review this consent at any time after a period of five
vyears from the date hereof, and upon such review, after giving

all persons concerned an opportunity of being heard, she may
vary Cr revoke her consent
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IZ the Secre:tary of
be z2nmoved wishin
may c.rec:.

tate revokes this consent the lines shall
SEuch period as the Secretary of State

Pursuant to section S0(2) of the Town and Countr

19 Act") the Secretary of State hereby directs
for the Development shall - be deemed t
'llowing condition(s):

Y Planning Act 1990 ("the

that planning permission
© be granted subject to the

1. In these conditions,

unless the context otherwise reguires

‘‘the County Council‘’ means Essex County Council and
‘*the Borough Council‘’ means Thurrock Borough Council and
their assigns and Successors in title;

‘*the commencement of the Development’'’ means the date on
which the Development shall be taken to be initiated in
accordance with section 56 of the 1990 Act, as amended;

‘*the Company’’ means National Grid Co plc and its assigns
and successors in title;
‘*‘English Nature‘!

means the Nature Conservancy Council for
England and its as

Signs and successors in title.
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[ 18]

Reason:

oy

Reason:

The Development to which this permission relates snhal
not later than the expiration ol Zive years bec;n:-ng Wi
date hereof.

To comply with the provisions of section 91 (1) of the 1990 A

The Development shall not take place until details of a
landscaping scheme have been submitted to ané approved in
writing by the County and Borough Councils, in consultation
relevant landowners.

The commencement of the Development shall not take place unt:l
the Company has submitted to and secured the approval in w:;:
of, the County and Borough Councils in consultation with Engli
Nature and the Environment Agency, to a construction scheme wh
shall include:

(a} the timing of works in connection with the Development;
(b) the fencing of working areas;

(c) Where excavation is necessary, the stripping and :
replacement of the topsoil on completion; 2

(d) the removal of all surplus and waste materials, includi
temporary access tracks, on completion of works; :

(e) the retention of all existing watercourses;

{(£f) the co-ordination of tower construction with future
lané management schemes; and

(g) the fitting of bird diverters to the lines whezever
*‘biré strike’’ i1s shown to be a problem.

The Development shall be constructed only in accordance with t
scheme referred to in condition 4 subject to any variations to
the scheme as may be agreed in writing with the County and '
Borough Councils.

To preserve the environment as far as practicable and to enabl
the County and Borough Councils to exercise reasonable
and proper control over details of the Development.

Where any matter is required to be approved or agreed by
County and Borough Councils under any of the foregoing conditi
that—-matter—in-default of approval-or-agreement—shall be
determined by the Secretary of State.
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Dear Sir Our Reference AAM/14/6

Date =2 DE{ 109
OVERHEAD LINES

ELECTRICITY ACT 1989
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990.

With reference to the application particulars of which are specified

bt w, I am directed by the Secretary of State to inform you that consent
s nereby granted pursuant to section 37(1) of the Electricity Act 1989
‘the 1989 Act") to the installing above ground of electric lines ("the

lines") particulars of which are specified below.

Pursuant to section 37(3) of the 1989 Act this consent is given subject
to the following conditions:

1. Subject to regulations 50,51,71 and 72 of The Conservation
(Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994, the Secretary of State
may Teview this consent at any time after a period of five
vears from the date hereof, and upon such review, after giving
.l perscns concerned an opportunity of being heard, she may

o ~ “ s . S e AN e
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. " Z=vreiary of State revokes this consent the lines shall

be removec within such period as the Secretary of State
may direckt.

Pu. .ant to section 90(2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 ("the
‘990 Act") the Secretary.of State hereby directs that planning permission

.t the Development shall be deemed to be granted subject to the
following condition(s):

1. In these conditions, unless the cocnte:'t otherwise recuires -

‘*the County Council’’ means Essex County Council and
‘‘*the Borough Council’’ means Thurrock Borough Council and
their—assigns—and-successors in—title:

‘‘the commencement of the Development’’ means the date on
which the Development shall be taken to be initiated 10
accordance with section 56 of the 1990 Act, as amendec;

‘‘the Company’’ means National Grid Co Plc and its assicgns
and successors in title;

‘*‘English Nature’’' means the Nature Conservancy Council for
England and its assigns and successors in title.

o
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Reason:

.2ason:

eason:

The Development to which this permission relates sha>l be begys

not later than the expiration of five yea-s beginn:ing wath the
date hereof.

To comply with the provisions of section 93 {1) of the 1990 Ac

The Development shall not take place until dgtails of‘a

landscaping scheme have been submitted Fo and approved irn E
writing by the County and Borough Councils, in consultat:ion wit]
relevant landowners. :

The commencement of the Development shall not take place un:il

L8

the Company has submitted to and secured the approval in writ:i

of, the County and Borough Councils in consultation with English

Nature and the Environment Agency, to a construction scheme whi
shall include:

(a) the timing of works in connection with the Developmentf

(b) the fencing of working areas;

(c) Where excavation is necessary, the stripping and
replacement of the topsoil on .completion;

(d) the removal of all surplus and waste materials, including
temporary access tracks, on completion of works;

(e) the retention of all existing watercourses;

(£f) the co-ordina*ioen of tower construction with future
lané management schemes; and

(g) the fitting of bird diverters to the lines wherever
‘*‘bird strike’’ is shown to be a2 problem.

To preserve the environment as far as practicable and to enable
the County and Borough Councils to exerc:se reasonable
and proper control over details of the Development,

The Company shall dismantle and remove from the site any

redundant lines and apparatus within six months from the dat
of-commissioning &f the lines.

To restore the land as far as practicable to its condition before
the redundant lines ang apparatus were installed. '

Where any matter is




PLANNING AUTHORITY REFERENCE: EN/B45/96 Essex CZ
96/THU/860/ENCON Thurrock BC

. APPLICANT COMPANY: National Grid Co ple
- DATE AND REFERENCE OF APPLICATION: 8 October 1996 5.4.345.1/bjp 084
~ PARTICULARS OF OVERHEAD LINES:

Situated in the Borough of Thurrock

Route as indicated on Map No 13/4479 Issue A or within a distance
not exceeding 50 metres on either side thereo?f.

Voltage 132,000

- ¥r s faithfully
a—%-ck)\m‘

' Authoriseg-by the Secretary of State
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